
 

Statewide Testing Accommodations and Student Resources 

Contact Information: 

General questions, alternate assessment eligibility criteria, and feedback on accommodations or general 
supports provided for Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA), Minnesota Test of Academic Skills (MTAS), 
ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs tests:  
Dawn Cameron, Alternate, EL and Science Assessments, 651-582-8551, dawn.cameron@state.mn.us 

Accommodation questions for individual student situations:  
Sequoia Block, 651-582-8674, mde.testing@state.mn.us 

Student Resources: 

The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) requires districts to ensure that all students are familiar with 
the test(s) they will be taking and are able to successfully navigate, use the online tools and accessibility 
features, and respond to different item types. Each district determines which resources will be used and how 
they will be used. The resources students need to review will be determined by the school based on familiarity 
and experience with the test. Decisions on resources to use may vary by school, grade, or student. For example, 
grade three students or students who are new to Minnesota schools may need different resources than grade 
ten students who have taken a test in previous years.  

Overview of Resources for MCA and MTAS 

The student tutorial and item samplers have different purposes.  

• The student tutorial is used to familiarize students and educators with the general functionality of the 
online test, including navigation, tools, and test item types. The student tutorial is only available for the 
online MCA (minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com > Preparing for Testing > Student Tutorial). 

• The item samplers are used to familiarize students and educators with how the content is presented in 
the test. Item samplers are available for the online MCA (with and without available accommodations 
and linguistic supports), MCA paper accommodated test materials, and MTAS 
(minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com > Preparing for Testing > Item Samplers). 

While these resources are useful for preparing students for testing, they are not meant to be used as practice 
tests or be predictive of student performance. See the Purpose of Student Resources document for more 
information about the purposes of the resources available for MCA and MTAS (MDE > Districts, Schools and 
Educators > Teaching and Learning > Statewide Testing > Student Resources).  

 

mailto:dawn.cameron@state.mn.us
mailto:mde.testing@state.mn.us
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/tutorial/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/item-samplers/
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/test/item/index.htm


Overview of Resources for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS 

The following student resources are available on the bottom of the WIDA AMS home page (wida-ams.us) and 
are described in more detail in the Test Administration Manual ([Log in to the WIDA Secure Portal] > Online 
Grades 1–12 > Test Administration Manual). 

• The Test Demos are designed to be viewed by students prior to ACCESS administration. The test demos 
are animated test directions that walk students through how to take the test. WIDA recommends that 
students watch the Test Demo before taking the Test Practice items. 

• The Test Practice items can be used to familiarize students with the ACCESS test format. These items are 
very easy but will help students become familiar with the test environment.  

• The Sample Items can be used to familiarize students with the content and grade-level appropriate 
language development expectations. These items are representative of the item difficulty a student will 
experience on the actual test. Sample Items are also available for Alternate ACCESS. 

Accessibility and Accommodation Resources: 

MDE provides information on participation of students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 
plan in statewide testing, and descriptions of general supports and accommodations available to these students 
for the English language proficiency and standards-based accountability assessments. This information is 
updated annually in Chapters 5 (accommodations) and 8 (general supports) of the Procedures Manual for the 
Minnesota Assessments (minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com > Resources & Training > Policies and Procedures). 
 
More details are provided for ACCESS and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs in the Accessibility and Accommodations 
Supplement developed by WIDA (wida.wisc.edu > Resource Library > search for Accessibility and 
Accommodations Supplement). 

https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://portal.wida.us/ACCESSTraining/Online/index.aspx
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/policies-and-procedures/
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/accessibility-and-accommodations-supplement
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/accessibility-and-accommodations-supplement
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